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Citizenship Education
In British Columbia, high school graduation program requirements
include a social studies component. A government consultation
program identified the need for more choice in social studies. As a
result a draft curriculum entitled Civic Studies 11 has been introduced.
Civic Studies 11 will address topics including elements of democracy
and the meaning of democratic citizenship at all levels. The pilot course
was undertaken in six BC classrooms during the fall and a pilot
provincial exam to match this course
will be implemented in January.
The stated rationale for Civic Studies
11, according to government documents,
is “to enhance students’ abilities and
willingness to
participate
actively and
responsibly in
civic life.”
The goals
Canadian peace
for the
keeping tradition
program

include having students learn their responsibilities as members of
various communities, learn how to access information on wide-ranging
civic issues, to become informed decision-makers on matters of public
concern and to be able to assess the impacts of their choices.
The curriculum proposes a set of prescribed learning outcomes that
share a common focus. These include: skills and processes of civic
studies, informed citizenship, civic deliberation, and civic action.
Under “informed citizenship” the curriculum states that “Informed
citizens are the basis of any democratic society.” As with each of the
prescribed learning outcomes, a curriculum organizer under informed
citizenship will include topics such as “knowledge of defining events
and factors in the Canadian identity covering such topics as culture,
language, and the environment.”
Under “civic deliberation”, topics in the curriculum organizer will
include the fundamental principles of democracy, the dynamics of
power and Canada’s role in international issues.
Civic Studies 11 is a four-credit course, meaning it should have the
equivalent of approximately 120 hours of instructional time with the
exam component counting for 20 per cent.
Prescribed learning outcomes as articulated by the Ministry of
Education are content standards that tell teachers what skills, attitudes,
continued to page 16…

THE ROMANCE OF RISK
An education consultant who gives presentations on the adolescent
brain contends that there are biological reasons for risky behaviour by
young people.

with this developmental imbalance, irrational behaviour is to be
expected among adolescents.
Wolfe says that the way to help teens deal with this phase of lopsided
brain development is through education. She advocates
teaching students about their brains, letting them know
that they are biologically predisposed to be
risk takers. It can be explained that they may
feel a strong urge to drink alcohol or
experiment with drugs but also they can be
made aware of what happens if they
succumb to the urges from the overdeveloped part of their brain.

Pat Wolfe, author of The Adolescent Brain: a Work in
Progress believes that adolescents
are programmed to take risks but
unequipped to think rationally in
highly emotional situations. Wolfe
explains that the part of the brain,
the pre-frontal cortex, which allows
for sound judgement, goal setting
Cigarettes, speed and brain development
As a result, Wolfe says students can be
and the control of impulses is not
empowered to think twice when their brain tells
fully developed in teens. At the same time she says the part of the brain
them
to
try
something
risky, just once.
that activates fight or flight, called the amygdala is fully active. Thus,

Environmental Education
and Student Achievement
Environmental education has become a victim of the testing and
accountability movement. According to Curriculum Update, the
emphasis on test scores has pushed funding for environmental
education out of many school budgets. Some critics such as Kevin
Coyle, President of the US-based National Environmental
Education and Training Foundation, believe that this is the
wrong move at the wrong time. Says Coyle, “In almost
every event when numbers have been correlated,
students who take environmental education tend
to test better in science, reading and social
studies.”
Part of the reason environmental education has a
lack of champions is the perception among
detractors that it is a form of unfocused values
education, detached from core curriculum. Proponents
counter that environmental education cuts across the
curriculum and that studies of topics such as the impact
of fossil fuel use touch on global warming, human health,
urban planning, and Middle-East politics.
Teachers in environmental education find that it meets what is called
“the high demand for relevance” experienced by many young people
who feel that traditional curriculum has little connection with the real
world as they see it.
A group of teachers in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania fastened on the idea

of getting students to study local environmental issues in order to
inspire them to be more interested in traditional curriculum. The
teachers developed a concept called STREAMS, standing for Science
Teams in Rural Environments for Aquatic Management Studies. The
program combined language arts instruction with math, science, and
social studies under an environmental umbrella.
In the STREAMS program, language arts teachers
coached students in writing persuasive essays about
their environmental experiments. Math teachers
showed them how to “crunch the numbers” relating to
environmental stream degradation and social studies
teachers tutored them in responsible citizen action.
The results were two-fold: an improvement in
local environmental indicators and an
improvement in test scores, meaning
better communities and better students.
Of the students participating in the STREAMS
program, 71 per cent scored above the proficiency level in
standard academic assessment tests. This was a significant
margin over the norm.
Another program in Louisville, Kentucky showed that students who
took environment-based programs enjoyed an attendance rate at school
that averaged over 11 per cent higher than students outside the
program.
Advocates for environmental education contend that rather than being
an impediment to the greater goals of higher test results and
attendance, environmental education may in fact be a means.
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continued from Page 5… Environmental Literacy

Asked who should have primary responsibility for solving
environmental problems, 33 per cent of residents believe it’s up to
individual citizens followed by government at 29 per cent, agriculture
and forestry at 24 per cent, and business and industry at 23 per cent. A
majority of the people in the State, 90 per cent, want their schools to
provide environmental education. On the matter of support for
environmental action, 20 per cent reported that they donate money to
environmental organizations more than once a year while 34 per cent
responded that they
donate once a year.
Regarding the
male/female split,
males scored higher
than females in most of
the responses in terms
of environmental
knowledge, a finding
consistent with
environmental literacy
surveys conducted
nation wide, but
females tend to have a
more positive attitude
toward the environment
compared to males.
The range of topics
covered in the factual
knowledge questions covered a number of areas. Respondents were
given a list of choices to identify the biggest source of pollution in
streams and rivers, they were asked to identify the largest source of
electricity generation in the State, to select the largest source of carbon
monoxide, to identify from a list the contribution made by wetlands
and to select the main cause of global climate change.
continued from Page 5… Future Hopes

five children in the cities under age 18 suffers from obesity.
Between kindergarten and university, the pressure
does not relent. With Chinese universities only
able to offer spaces for half of those who apply,
Chinese parents will make great sacrifices to give
their children the competitive edge needed to get
high marks. It is common for air-conditioned
hotel rooms to be rented for high school students
so they can study for university exams in
comfort.
The number of people under 25 in China who
have been raised in single-child households is
100,000,000, about three times the population of
Canada. With China viewed by Canada as an
important customer for Canadian products and hence an important
source of future Canadian jobs, the academic success of this 100,000,000
person future generation weighs heavily in Canada’s future as well.
continued from Page 7… Good Grades or the Griddle

A snapshot of employment trends in each of the four categories over
the past 30 years tells the tale. Jobs involving complex communication
have had a 12 per cent increase and the momentum points straight up.
Jobs involving expert thinking show a 6 per cent increase and are
rising. By comparison, jobs involving routine manual work have
declined by 2 per cent in 30 years and those requiring routine cognitive
work have dropped by 8 per cent and continue to plummet. The

“

J

obs involving routine manual work
have declined”

authors stress that the jobs in the latter category, which are easily done
by computers, are not going to come back.
The study does not suggest an overhaul of the curriculum in response
to the new economy. It states, “The challenge posed by a changing
economy is not to teach new subjects, but to teach all subjects so that

students develop complex understanding and communication skills.”
In a changing world, they suggest that students must have literacy and
math skills to become “expert thinkers in any field.”
continued from Page 7… Playtime for Business

No detail is overlooked in terms of making business meetings
productive and focused events for participants according to the article.
Growing in popularity are such meeting attractions as “ice cream
breaks and neck and back massages” for participating business people.

“
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ce cream breaks and neck
and back massages”

Imagery also plays a big part in employee motivation meetings. In one
such meeting described, the employees entered a ballroom where there
was to be an employee recognition party. They found an orchestra
sitting in the audience. The employees to be recognized were then
brought to the stage, where they occupied the orchestra’s chairs. The
message intended was that “You are the stars of the corporation. You
belong in the limelight.” It could be called orchestrated morale boosting.
Professional meeting planners who are highly successful in their fields
believe that a day away from the workplace need not equate to army
boot camp, whether the participants are school teachers or corporate
executives.
continued from Page 9… Citizenship Education

and knowledge students are expected to know and be able to do for
each subject and grade. For Civics 11, a wide range of outcomes is
prescribed.
For “informed citizenship” for example, it will be expected that
th
students will be able to describe the key features of prominent 20 and
21st century political and economic ideologies. Under “civic
deliberation”, it will be expected that students can compare Canadian
and American forms of federal government, and evaluate the relative
powers to affect civic change of individuals, governments, and
institutions in Canada and in the world. They will also be expected to
be able to create a statement of what it means to be a Canadian citizen.

“

P

owers of individuals, governments,
and institutions in Canada”

As with any provincially approved curriculum, a recommended set of
learning resources is proposed. These are resources that have
undergone a provincial evaluation process using teacher evaluators.
They then earn a Minister’s Order granting them provincial
recommended status. These are generally materials from outside the
education system which are used to help give the students more focus
and relevance in a particular course. When the final package is
developed for Civics 11 an official list of approved resources will be
appended. In the meantime, in the draft version, a series of resources
is proposed from sources as diverse as the Assembly of First Nations,
the CBC Archives, NATO, Statistics Canada, and the United Nations.
continued from Page 11… A One Stop Learning Resources
Teachers’ Shopping List
THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY
Project (CELP) is working to promote environmental literacy by making it easier to
teach relevant subjects. CELP is developing a series of Canadian-focused educational
modules, available to instructors free of charge on the CELP website. The modules
include lectures, calculation exercises, and materials in support of discussion-type
seminars. The modules are oriented to introductory classes in environmental studies
and environmental science in universities, colleges, and senior high-schools. If you are
interested in CELP and its educational modules, please visit the website at
www.celp.ca. If you are interested in reviewing or preparing modules, please contact
us at celp@dal.ca.
LEARNING ABOUT PAPER
The following resources are suggested for teachers interested in obtaining classroom
materials and background information on paper production.
The TAPPI site at www.tappi.org has a link to the paper university book store for
educational resources for students and educators.
Teachers can also visit the Canadian Pulp and Paper Association site,
www.cppa.org/english/meeting/faq.htm where answers can be found to frequently
asked questions about pulp and paper.
Finally, the Confederation of European Paper Industries offers paper on line
information at www.paperonline.org which has sections on the history of paper and
the relationship of paper to the environment.

