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Citizenship Education
In British Columbia, high school graduation program requirements
include a social studies component. A government consultation
program identified the need for more choice in social studies. As a
result a draft curriculum entitled Civic Studies 11 has been introduced.
Civic Studies 11 will address topics including elements of democracy
and the meaning of democratic citizenship at all levels. The pilot course
was undertaken in six BC classrooms during the fall and a pilot
provincial exam to match this course
will be implemented in January.
The stated rationale for Civic Studies
11, according to government documents,
is “to enhance students’ abilities and
willingness to
participate
actively and
responsibly in
civic life.”
The goals
Canadian peace
for the
keeping tradition
program

include having students learn their responsibilities as members of
various communities, learn how to access information on wide-ranging
civic issues, to become informed decision-makers on matters of public
concern and to be able to assess the impacts of their choices.
The curriculum proposes a set of prescribed learning outcomes that
share a common focus. These include: skills and processes of civic
studies, informed citizenship, civic deliberation, and civic action.
Under “informed citizenship” the curriculum states that “Informed
citizens are the basis of any democratic society.” As with each of the
prescribed learning outcomes, a curriculum organizer under informed
citizenship will include topics such as “knowledge of defining events
and factors in the Canadian identity covering such topics as culture,
language, and the environment.”
Under “civic deliberation”, topics in the curriculum organizer will
include the fundamental principles of democracy, the dynamics of
power and Canada’s role in international issues.
Civic Studies 11 is a four-credit course, meaning it should have the
equivalent of approximately 120 hours of instructional time with the
exam component counting for 20 per cent.
Prescribed learning outcomes as articulated by the Ministry of
Education are content standards that tell teachers what skills, attitudes,
continued to page 16…

THE ROMANCE OF RISK
An education consultant who gives presentations on the adolescent
brain contends that there are biological reasons for risky behaviour by
young people.

with this developmental imbalance, irrational behaviour is to be
expected among adolescents.
Wolfe says that the way to help teens deal with this phase of lopsided
brain development is through education. She advocates
teaching students about their brains, letting them know
that they are biologically predisposed to be
risk takers. It can be explained that they may
feel a strong urge to drink alcohol or
experiment with drugs but also they can be
made aware of what happens if they
succumb to the urges from the overdeveloped part of their brain.

Pat Wolfe, author of The Adolescent Brain: a Work in
Progress believes that adolescents
are programmed to take risks but
unequipped to think rationally in
highly emotional situations. Wolfe
explains that the part of the brain,
the pre-frontal cortex, which allows
for sound judgement, goal setting
Cigarettes, speed and brain development
As a result, Wolfe says students can be
and the control of impulses is not
empowered to think twice when their brain tells
fully developed in teens. At the same time she says the part of the brain
them
to
try
something
risky, just once.
that activates fight or flight, called the amygdala is fully active. Thus,

Environmental Education
and Student Achievement
Environmental education has become a victim of the testing and
accountability movement. According to Curriculum Update, the
emphasis on test scores has pushed funding for environmental
education out of many school budgets. Some critics such as Kevin
Coyle, President of the US-based National Environmental
Education and Training Foundation, believe that this is the
wrong move at the wrong time. Says Coyle, “In almost
every event when numbers have been correlated,
students who take environmental education tend
to test better in science, reading and social
studies.”
Part of the reason environmental education has a
lack of champions is the perception among
detractors that it is a form of unfocused values
education, detached from core curriculum. Proponents
counter that environmental education cuts across the
curriculum and that studies of topics such as the impact
of fossil fuel use touch on global warming, human health,
urban planning, and Middle-East politics.
Teachers in environmental education find that it meets what is called
“the high demand for relevance” experienced by many young people
who feel that traditional curriculum has little connection with the real
world as they see it.
A group of teachers in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania fastened on the idea

of getting students to study local environmental issues in order to
inspire them to be more interested in traditional curriculum. The
teachers developed a concept called STREAMS, standing for Science
Teams in Rural Environments for Aquatic Management Studies. The
program combined language arts instruction with math, science, and
social studies under an environmental umbrella.
In the STREAMS program, language arts teachers
coached students in writing persuasive essays about
their environmental experiments. Math teachers
showed them how to “crunch the numbers” relating to
environmental stream degradation and social studies
teachers tutored them in responsible citizen action.
The results were two-fold: an improvement in
local environmental indicators and an
improvement in test scores, meaning
better communities and better students.
Of the students participating in the STREAMS
program, 71 per cent scored above the proficiency level in
standard academic assessment tests. This was a significant
margin over the norm.
Another program in Louisville, Kentucky showed that students who
took environment-based programs enjoyed an attendance rate at school
that averaged over 11 per cent higher than students outside the
program.
Advocates for environmental education contend that rather than being
an impediment to the greater goals of higher test results and
attendance, environmental education may in fact be a means.

