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FROM THE COMMUNITY TO THE CLASSROOM

SPYING ON SPECIES
At a meeting of the World Conservation Union in Thailand, NASA agreed to provide satellite data
to conservation agencies by monitoring endangered plants and animals in their habitats. The
move is seen as helping environmental groups build a world-wide accessible database of
ecological data.
Spokespersons for the Conservation Union say that the maps will assist scientists in evaluating
the impact of human development projects, including roads and towns as well as major
industrial developments on species and their habitats. The organization has warned that over
15,000 animal and plant species face extinction, in large measure because of the exploitation and
habitat destruction by humans.
The software for the NASA project will be donated by the California-based software company Oracle.

ONE CREATURE

at a Time
In October, Canadian
environmental officials added
76 species to the lists of plants
and animals that are
environmentally threatened or at
risk of complete extinction. There
are more than 70,000 known plant
and animal species in Canada, many of
them unique to the country.
Included in the announcement were the North
Atlantic Right Whale, the Western Wolverine, and
the Dromedary Jumping
Slug. This will bring to
309, the number of
species that received
special attention, with another 44 on the waiting list.
Setting aside species for special protection is rendered more
complicated when particular species cannot be isolated from others for
protection purposes. In the last round of announcements, two types of
BC Salmon, which represent less than one per cent of the sockeye
population, were left off the list for
socioeconomic reasons. “Even
though officials recognize
that they have an
endangered status;
protecting them
would have
meant shutting
down the entire Pacific
Salmon fishing
industry”.

RECYCLING DROPS
An organization called Businesses and Environmentalists Aligned for
Recycling or BEAR, for short, has the mission of working to maximize
the recycling of beverage containers.
In 1999, 41 per cent of beverage containers were recycled, amounting to
the annual disposal of 114 billion beverage containers. Aluminum can
recycling rates dropped from a peak of 65 per cent in 1992 to 55 per
cent in 1999, the lowest level in the last decade.
BEAR’s goal is to increase the national recycling rate of all beverage
containers to 80 per cent. Information on the organization can be
obtained at www.globalgreen.org/bear.

Caring Hands
Each year, the Wildlife Rescue Association of B.C.
rescues some 16,000 wild animals that are treated at
their care centres. Sometimes the efforts are far more
than would be expected for some of the less popular
creatures in the animal kingdom.
This summer, for example, a young striped skunk,
attempting to dine on some scraps managed to get
its head lodged in the drain hole of a dumpster. Local
firefighters from the District of North Vancouver attempted to
liberate the skunk by rubbing canola oil on its head. The attempt
was unsuccessful. A member of the Rescue Association arrived,
sedated the skunk, coated its head with water-based lubricating jelly,
and placed a gauze collar over its head, which then permitted the
firemen to ease it from its trap.
In another case, a grey squirrel was admitted to care at the Association
with a plastic six-pack holder tightly cinched around its abdomen.
Over the course of the next several weeks the resulting infections were
treated with antibiotics, whereupon the squirrel surprised the staff with
a four-pack of babies.
The Association and its volunteers have been involved in the animal
rescue mission for 25 years.

A Timeless Lesson
During the Second World War a young girl in Holland, keeping her
first diary, mused that no one would ever be interested in her written
thoughts. The girl was Anne Frank. The diary went on to become one
of the most famous publications of the 20th Century and its impact
endures.
From October to December of this past year, the Vancouver Holocaust
Education Centre sponsored an exhibit called Anne Frank: A History for
Today with special programs for teachers and students.
Two school programs were presented; one entitled Children in Hiding
for grades 5 to 8 which examined the dangers faced by children in
hiding during the period, and the second for grades 8 to 12 entitled the
Myth of the Diary which looks into the history of Anne Frank’s diary
and its historical impact.

“

I

ssues of intolerance,
bullying and prejudice“

The Holocaust Centre, in presenting the program, believes that the
Anne Frank story continues to be an important contemporary vehicle
to examine issues of intolerance, bullying and prejudice, as well as
individual responsibility and courage – topics which retain strong
meaning for students today.

