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TRANSFAT TRANSPORTATION
A famous Hollywood actor has a novel way of making her
environmental statement. Once a week or so, Daryl Hannah has a barrel
of used french fry oil from Los Angeles restaurants delivered to her
home. She uses the oil to power her “bio-diesel veggie cars.”
The idea of french fry power may not be an obscure pursuit of
Hollywood actors if researchers at the University of British Columbia
have their way. A few years back when they were science students at
the university, Peter Doig and Geoff Hill toyed with the idea of
developing bio-diesel fuels. With the support of their professor, they
focused on the idea of using waste cooking oil. The idea was not so
farfetched when it is considered that in the 1890s, when the diesel
engine was developed, its inventor intended that it run on vegetable oil.
A ready supply of the raw material was to be found in the university
cafeterias. At a pilot lab on campus, it goes through a process that
eliminates the fatty acids and is then mixed with methanol, purified
and evaporated through a still. Currently, two students who belong to
the Environmental Youth Alliance on the
what energy crisis?
university campus spend eight hours a
week collecting waste cooking oil
from the university cafeterias,
enough to supply the small
laboratory with enough
product to produce 100
litres of fuel per week.
This is more than a youth
science fair idea. The
university has agreed to
operate all of its campus

Workplace Learning

In the early years of the 20th Century, when Henry Ford hired
thousands of new immigrants for his factories, he recognized that their
lack of English skills would inhibit their progress in the company.
Ford’s answer was to open ESL schools at his own expense, educate his
employees to the required competence level to work in his companies
and then reward them with the highest paying manufacturing jobs in
America at the time.
In subsequent years, society settled into the expectation that the school
system had the responsibility for developing literate citizens but in
recent years this has reverted to a broader community effort.
The Conference Board of Canada presents awards annually for
workplace literacy. These awards showcase companies whose
workplace literacy programs enhance employee reading, writing and
numeracy skills through in-house training, core competency
evaluations and skill promotions.
Three companies were acknowledged this year. One, an Ontario-based
company called Dofasco is a giant steel corporation. In 1997, Dofasco
launched its Essential Skills Program involving classes in literacy and
basic computer skills as well as one-on-one literacy tutoring and
business writing. More than 400 employees participated in the
program.
Two Nova Scotia companies were also winners. The first, Minas Basin
Pulp and Paper Company Limited, which produces paper products
from 100 per cent recycled material, has had workplace education
programs for five years. These include preparation for high school
equivalency diplomas, oral communication, document literacy using
computers and math skills upgrading.
The other company, Elmsdale Lumber Company has 50 employees. All
levels of personnel from the owner to the entry-level worker participate
in programs such as academic upgrading, communication classes and
basic computer literacy. As a result of this effort in this relatively small
company, 20 per cent of their employees have earned their high school
diplomas, three have obtained professional credentials as technicians
and several others have completed university courses in forestry.

lawn equipment with a 20 per cent bio-diesel fuel blend for the next few
months as a pilot program to determine whether
there are long-term options for a fuel
switchover. With enough waste cooking oil
at UBC to produce 1,000 litres of fuel per
week, the bio-diesel fuel could operate 15
one-ton trucks to run 250 kilometers each, or
it could fuel 60 cars with diesel engines
permitting them to get 1,000 km per tank. The
dividends of even a 20 per cent blend of bio-diesel
fuels are significant in environmental terms. The
main components of smog, which are particulate
matter and ground level ozone would be
reduced by half and carbon dioxide emissions
reduced by 20 per cent.
It’s reported in the UBC Alumni Magazine
that Harvard University has recently switched
to running all of its diesel vehicles on biodiesel.
It may turn out to be one of the great ironies
of the age that just as people are being
persuaded to cut down on their french fries
we may be eliminating a source of lowpollution energy.

Daryl Hannah

BEST BEFORE 300 AD
Scientists have recovered a small
container of cosmetics dating back
to the middle of the second century
AD from an excavation of a Roman
temple site in London, England.
After analysis they claimed that it
could rival many of today’s top
cosmetics.
It is thought to be the only Roman
tin of foundation cream found intact
and in good condition.
face cream found, no deodorant yet
In a report in the scientific journal
Nature, a British scientist analyzing the mixture said “We are
speculating that it would have been some sort of foundation cream”,
adding that a fair complexion was popular in Roman times. The cream
consists of 40 per cent animal fat, most likely from sheep or cattle, 40
per cent starch and a tin oxide.

Added the scientist, “this is an ancient technology and one that doesn’t
differ so much from some of the cosmetic technologies we use today.”

Skin Deep But How Wide?
A study published by the University of Exeter in Great Britain suggests
that the preference for pretty faces over so-called “ugly ones” is
embedded in the human brain. The study, reported in Newsweek
Magazine, further contends that newborn babies come “fully
equipped” with built-in preferences including preferences for attractive
faces. To arrive at the conclusion, Exeter researchers showed more than
100 infants two images placed side by side, one of an attractive face
and one “less attractive.” The researchers reported that the babies,
ranging in age from five hours to two days old, spent 80 per cent of
their time looking at the attractive face.
The researchers also insist that the pretty face preference mechanism in
the human brain crosses all cultures and all geography. As an example,
they report that when a central European is shown the faces of two
Africans, he chooses the most attractive African as does an African
participant. They report that the process also occurs when an African is
shown the faces of two Europeans.
The study does not propose any practical application for the findings.

